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(57) ABSTRACT 

A network node and a method of dynamically reconfiguring 
routes of established connections in a communications sys- 
tem operate to provide the optimal path for a new connection 
based on a priority status of the new connection. The optimal 
path is provided even when a communication link on the 
optimal path does not have a sulEcient amount of available 
bandwidth to accommodate the new connection. The net- 
work node operates in conjunction with other network nodes 
in the system to reroute one or more established connections 
that have reserved bandwidth on a communication link on 
the optimal route and have a lower priority stams than the 
new connection, thereby increasing the available bandwidth 
on the communication link to accommodate the new con- 
nection. The network node also performs conventional func- 
tions of a router. The network node and the method can be 
implemented in any communications system where infor- 
mation is transmitted in packets, blocks, frames or cells. The 
network node includes a re route -signal generator, a network 
monitor and a reservation unit that operate with a CPU of the 
node to perform the rerouting operation. 

11 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ENHANCED 
ROUTING AND RESERVATION PROTOCOL 

TECHNICAL HELD 5 

The invention relates generally to communications net- 
works and more particularly to a system and a method for 
routing data through multiple network nodes. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 10 

Various communications systems require routing of voice 
and data packets, blocks, frames or cells (collectively 
referred to herein as "packets") through two or more net- 
work nodes via communication hnks to provide connectivity 
between sites that are located at different networks. In a 
sophisticated communications system, the nodes that pro- 
vide the connectivity between the networks operate using a 
routing algorithm that allows prioritization of packets that 
are relayed through the nodes. For example, voice packets 
are typically placed ahead of data packets because the voice 
packets carry real-time information. 

In addition to prioritization of packets, the nodes may be 
configured to monitor the topology of the system, including 
the status of the communication links. The hnk status ^5 
information may include the operational state and the 
remaining available bandwidth for each communication link 
in the system. Using the link status information, the nodes 
compute routing paths to establish new connections. A 
resgS^j atiG^nl protS^i rmavlbciutiliz g^itj^ 3q 
bandsfgidthionion e or more communication links that define 
the computed routing paths. Such reservation protocol may 
be necessary to guarantee space on each communication link 
along the routing paths. The computed routing paths may 
vary depending on routing parameters that are being utilized 35 
by a particular node. The routing parameters may include the 
number of hops, the amount of toll charge associated with 
the path, and the distance between the two connecting nodes. 

In a normal packet traffic condition, the path chosen by a 
source node (i.e., the network node associated with a 40 
connection-originating network) may be the optimal path in 
accordance with the prescribed routing parameters. 
However, when a communication link in the optimal path is 
over-crowded with reservations of established connections, 
the source node may be forced to route the new connection 45 
through a less preferred path. A concern is that bandwidth of 
the over-crowded communication link may be depleted due 
to a number of low priority connections that have been 
previotisly routed through the now over-crowded commu- 
nication link. The problem arises when the pending connec- 50 
tion to be made is a IngHj pFiQEity connection, such as a 
connection for vSSS'^SI^iffSSSffiissicm* The connectivity 
resources of the system are not being utilized efiSciently 
when the high priority connection must be routed through a 
less preferred path, because the optimal path is being utilized 55 
by the lower priority connections. 

The problem will be further described with reference to 
FIG. 1. In FIG. 1, a prior art communications system 10 
having networks 12, 14, 16 and 18 is shown. The networks 
12-18 are illustrated as local area networks (LANs). 60 
However, the networks 12-18 can be other types of network, 
such as wide area networks (WANs) or metropohtan area 
networks (MANs). Each LAN 12-18 can support a number 
of sites that may be physically located in a confined area, 
such as an oflice building, a building complex or a campus. 65 
For simplification, only the LANs 12 and 18 are shown with 
a number of associated sites. The LAN 12 includes sites 20, 



22 and 24. The LAN 18 includes sites 26, 28 and 30. At each 
site 20-30, a computer 32 and/or a telephone 34 may be 
connected to their respective network. 

Ilie LANs 12-18 are interconnected by communication 
links 36, 38, 40 and 42. The conununication links 36, 38, 40 
and 42 may be in a form of physical communication links, 
such as fiber optic cables, or in a form of wireless commu- 
nication links. The communication hnks 36-42 provide 
connectivity between nodes 44, 46, 48 and 50. The com- 
munication link 36 connects the node 44 to the node 46. The 
communication link 38 connects the node 44 to the node 50. 
The communication link 40 connects the node 46 to the node 
50. The communication link 42 connects the node 48 to the 
node 50. The nodes 44-50 may be gateways, switches or 
routers having prioritizing and routing capabilities. 
However, the nodes 44-50 are identified in FIG. 1 as routers. 
Each router 44-50 is associated with one of the LANs 12, 
14, 16 and 18. The router 44 is associated with the LAN 12, 
while the router 46 is associated with the LAN 14. The 
router 48 is associated with the LAN 16, whereas the router 
50 is associated with the LAN 18. 

The above-described problem may arise in the following 
manner. Initially, the packet traffic on the communication 
links 36-42 is light and much of the bandwidth on each of 
the links is available. One of the sites at LAN 12, for 
example the site 20, may request a data connection to 
another site at LAN 18, for example the site 26. Assuming 
that the optimal path for the data connection from LAN 12 
to LAN 18 is through the communication link 38, the router 
44 responds to the request by reserving the required band- 
width on the communication link 38. As additional data 
connections are made through the communication link 38, 
the available bandwidth on the communication link 38 may 
be down to 5% of its capacity. The established connections 
through the communication link 38 may include many data 
connections that have a lower priority than voice connec- 
tions. At such time, a site at LAN 12, for example the site 
24, requests a voice connection to a site at LAN 18, for 
example the site 28. This voice connection requires 10% of 
the total bandwidth of the communication link 38. When this 
request is received by the router 44, the router 44 has no 
choice except to route the voice connection through the 
communication links 36 and 40 via the router 46 due to lack 
of sufficient bandwidth remaining on the communication 
link 38, even though the optimal path is through the com- 
munication link 38. 

The compulsory routing of the voice connection through 
the router 46 can have a negative effect on the packet traffic 
at the router 46. Since the voice connection has a high 
priority, the router 46 must relay the packets of the voice 
connection ahead of lower priority packets that are being 
transmitted through the established connections via the 
router 46. The newly introduced voice connection may cause 
congestion and may increase the probability of dropped 
packets at the router 46. In addition, the conventional 
routing technique inefficiently utilizes the connectivity 
resources of the system 10, since the high priority connec- 
tion is routed through the less preferred path, while the 
optimal path for the high priority connection is occupied by 
the lower priority connections. 

What is needed is a communications system and a method 
that can efficiently utilize the connectivity resources of the 
system to provide the best possible paths for connections 
according to the priority status of the connections, regardless 
of the order that the connections were established. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, a network node 
and a method of dynamically reconfiguring routes of estab- 
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lished connections in a communications system operate to 
provide the optimal path for a new connection based on a 
priority status of the new connection. The optimal path is 
provided even when a communication link along the optimal 
path does not have a sufiBcient amount of available band- 
width to accommodate the new connection. The network 
node operates in conjunction with other network nodes in 
the system to reroute one or more established connections 
that have reserved bandwidth on a communication link on 
the optimal route and have a lower priority status than the 
new connection, thereby increasing the available bandwidth 
on the communication link to accommodate the new con- 
nection. The network node also performs conventional func- 
tions of a router. Therefore, the network node will be 
referred to as an "enhanced router." The enhanced router and 
the method can be implemented in any communications 
system in which information is transmitted in packets, 
blocks, frames or cells (collectively referred herein as 
"packets"). 



10 



the new connection. The particular communication link will 
be referred to as the "target link** for clarity. If there are 
established connections having a lower priority status, the 
CPU determines whether removing one or more of these* 
established connections from the target link will increase the 
available bandwidth on the target link suflSciently to accom- 
modate the new connection. 

After a positive determination that removing one of more 
of the established connections will accommodate the new 
connection, the source enhanced router operates to reroute 
one of the established connections through an alternate path 
to bypass the target link. In one embodiment, a reroute- 
signal generator of the source enhanced router transmits 
reroute signals to the end enhanced routers, i.e., the source 
and destination enhanced routers of the established connec- 
tion that is to be rerouted. The end enhanced routers then 
transmit acknowledgment signals to the source enhanced 
router for confirmation, utilizing their respective reroute - 
signal generators. Next, one of the end enhanced routers, 
e.g., the destination enhanced router of the established 



In the preferred embodiment, the enhanced router oper- 20 connection, transmits reservation signals using a reservation 



ates to monitor the status of communication links in the 
system by exchanging the status information with other 
network nodes. The link status includes the available band- 
width on the communication links and the priority status of 



unit to every enhanced router on the alternate path to reserve 
bandwidth on all of the communication links on the alternate 
path. The end enhanced routers then terminate the estab- 
lished connection and re-establish the established connec- 
each presently established connection that is routed through 25 tion through the alternate path, bypassing the target link. In 
at least one of the communication links. Preferably, every a situation where the source enhanced router of the new 
network node in the system is an enhanced router. A network connection is also one of the end enhanced routers, the 
monitor within the enhanced router keeps track of the link source enhanced router will perform the functions that are 
status of communication links that are coupled to the associated with the source enhanced router and the end 
enhanced router by recording information regarding new ^i^^oced router. 



In another embodiment, the source enhanced routers 
transmit the reroute signals to the enhanced routers that are 
located at the ends of the target link. These enhanced routers 
will be referred to as the Atarget routers. AThe target routers 
monitors of other enhanced routers throughout the system to 35 ^^^^ transmit acknowledgment signals to the source 
monitor the current status of everv mmmiinicatinn link. The enhanced router m response to the reroute signals. In this 



connections that have been routed by the enhanced router 
and regarding termination of established connections that 
had been routed through the enhanced router. The network 
monitor shares the link status information with network 



monitor the current status of every communication link. The 
link status information is utilized by the enhanced routers to 
perform the rerouting operation. 

When a request signal for a new connection is received at 



embodiment, the target routers operate to redirect a portion 
of the established connection that is routed through the target 
link. This is accomplished by rerouting that portion through 
a secondary path from one target router to the other target 



the enhanced router from an associated network, such as a 40 router that bypasses the target link. Initially, one of the target 
local area network (LAN), a central processing unit (CPU) routers transmits one or more reservation signals to the 
of the enhanced router computes the optimal path for the enhanced routers on the secondary path to reserve band- 
new connection using a routing protocol that is stored in width on the communication links on the secondary path, 
memory. The request signal includes information regarding Next, the portion of the established connection through the 
the required bandwidth for the new connection and the 45 target link is terminated and connected through the second- 
priority status of the new connection. The CPU determines ary path. In a situation in which the source enhanced router 
the priority status of the new connection by utilizing a is also one of the target routers, the source enhanced router 
prioritization protocol that is also stored in memory. The will perform the functions that are associated with the source 



enhanced router associated with the originating network of 
the new coimection will be referred to as the "source 50 
enhanced router." The enhanced router associated with the 
terminating network of the new coimections will be referred 
to as the "destination enhanced router." The optimal path is 
the best course from the source enhanced router to the 
destination enhanced router through one or more commu- 55 
nicatioo links in accordance with prescribed routing param- 
eters. The routing parameters may include the number of 
hops, the amount of toll charge associated with the path, and 
the distance between the two cormecting enhanced routers. 



enhanced router and the target router. 

The above procedure for removing an established con- 
nection fi'om the target link may be repeated to remove 
additional established connections, if necessary, to increase 
the available bandwidth on the target link to accommodate 
the new connection. In addition, the entire process for 
removing one or more established connections from the 
target link may be repeated for other communication links 
on the optimal path, if necessary. 

After all of the communication links on the optimal path 
have been prepared for the new connection, the source 
enhanced routers transmit reservation signals to every 



Using the link status infonmation provided by the network 60 enhanced router on the optimal path to reserve bandwidth on 



monitor, the CPU of the source enhanced router determines 
whether a sufiScient amount of available bandwidth exists on 
each communication link on the optimal route to accommo- 
date the new connection. If a particular communication link 
on the optimal route does not have the suOicient amount of 65 
available bandwidth, the CPU determines whether there are 
established connections having a lower priority status than 



the communication links on the optimal path for the new 
connection. Lastly, the new connection is established 
through the optimal path. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of a prior art commu- 
nications system with conventional routers. 
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FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of a communications 
system with enhanced routers in accordance with the present 
invention. 

FIG. 3 is a flo w diagr^mJ^f^Tm^E^^^^^ffl^^y^ 
r;cfconfigunng established connections in the.system.otElG/ 
2 in accordance witB~tfie~pfesenrinvention. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of the enhanced router in 
accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of a complex commu- 
nications system with enhanced routers in accordance with 
the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

With reference to FIG. 2, a communications system 52 in 
accordance with the present invention is shown. When 
applicable, the reference numerals of FIG. 1 will be used for 
the same components depicted in FIG. 2. The communica- 
tions system 52 includes the networks 12, 14, 16 and 18. The 
networks 12-18 may be conventional networks, such as 
LANs, WANs or MANs. In addition, the networks 12-18 
may be of a single type of network or a combination of one 
or more different types of networks. 

Each LAN 12-18 can support a number of sites, such as 
the sites 20, 22 and 24 or the sites 26, 28 and 30. For 
simplification, only the LANs 12 and 18 are shown with 
sites. Each site 20-30 may include a computer 32 and/or a 
telephone 34 that provide a means to communicate with 
other sites in the communications system 52. The LANs 12, 
14, 16 and 18 are associated with enhanced routers 54, 56, 
58 and 60, respectively. The enhanced routers 54-60 are 
interconnected by the communication links 36, 38, 40 and 
42. The communication links 36-42 may be in a form of 
physical commimications Hnks, such as fiber optic cables, or 
in a form of wireless communications links. 

The enhanced routers 54-60 operate to route a new high 
priority connection through an optimal path, even when 
bandwidth of a communication link on the optimal path has 
been depleted by established connections. The enhanced 
routers 54-60 provide the optimal route for the high priority 
connection by rerouting one or more of the established 
connections having a lower priority through a less preferred 
path. The rerouting of established connections increases the 
available bandwidth on the communication link, thereby 
allowing the high priority connection to be made through the 
optimal path. 

The rerouting operation of the enhanced routers 54-60 
will be described with reference to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is a flow 
diagram of a method for dynamically reconfiguring estab- 
lished connections in the communications system of FIG. 2. 
For simplification, the primary focus of the description will 
be network connections made between the LANs 12 and 18. 
The optimal path for the connections is assumed to be the 
path provided by the communication link 38 that connects 
the enhanced routers 54 and 60. This optimal path may be 
computed by one of the enhanced routers 54 and 60 when 
such connection is being initiated using one or more routing 
parameters. The routing parameters may include the number 
of hops, the toll charge associated with the path, and the 
distance between two connecting enhanced routers. 

Initially, at step 62, the status of each communication link 
36-42 is monitored by the enhanced routers 54-60. The link 
status includes the available bandwidth on the communica- 
tion links 36-42 and the priority status of any established 
connections through the communication links 36-42. llie 
link status may also include the operational, state of the 
communication links 36-42. Each enhanced router 54-60 is 
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able to monitor the status of the adjacent communication 
links 36-42 by keeping track of information regarding the 
stams of the adjacent communication links. For example, the 
enhanced router 54 will be able to monitor the status of the 

5 communication links 36 and 38 by keeping track of new 
connections that are established by the enhanced router 54 
and terminated connections that had been routed through the 
enhanced router 54. The information attained by each 
enhanced router 36-42 is disseminated among the enhanced 

jQ routers to continually monitor the current status of the 
communication links 36-42. 

At step 64, a request for a connection from an originating 
site from the LAN 12 is received by the enhanced router 54. 
For example, the enhanced router 54 may receive the request 

15 from the site 20 of the LAN 12, seeking a connection to the 
site 26 of the LAN 18, The request may include information 
regarding the required bandwidth for the connection and the 
priority status of the connection. Next, at step 66, the 
enhanced router 54 computes the optimal path for the 

20 requested connection, using the prescribed routing param- 
eters. As stated above, the optimal path from the LAN 12 to 
the LAN 18 is through the communication link 38, At step 
68, the enhanced router 54 determines whether the commu- 
nication link 38 has a sufficient amount of remaining band- 

25 width to accommodate the requested connection. If so, at 
step 70, the enhanced router 54 transmits a reservation signal 
to the enhanced router 60 in order to reserve bandwidth on 
the communication link 38 to accommodate the requested 
connection. At the following step 72, the requested connec- 

30 tion is established through the optimal path via the commu- 
nication link 38. The reservation of bandwidth through the 
communication link 38 ensures that packets for the new 
connection can be routed through the communication link 
38, even when packet traffic increases on the communication 

35 Unk38. 

However, if the enhanced router 54 determines that the 
communication link 38 does not have the sufficient amount 
of remaining bandwidth at step 68, the process proceeds to 
step 74, At step 74, the enhanced router 54 compares the 

40 priority status of the requested connection with the priority 
status of established connections that have reserved band- 
width on the communication link 38 to determine whether 
any established connection has a lower priority status than 
the requested connection. The priority status may include a 

45 number of levels. The number of levels for the priority status 
is not critical to the invention. If there is no established 
connection having a lower priority status than the requested 
connection, the process proceeds to step 76. At step 76, the 
enhanced router 54 transmits reservation signals through a 

50 secondary path, the less preferred path. The secondary path 
from the enhanced router 54 to the enhanced router 60 is 
through the communication links 36 and 40 via the enhanced 
router 56. The reservation signals are directed to the 
enhanced routers 56 and 60 to reserve bandwidth on the 

55 communication links 36 and 40. Next, at step 78, the 
requested connection is established through the secondary 
path via the communication links 36 and 40. 

On the other hand, if an established connection with a 
lower priority status than the requested connection does 

60 exist, the process proceeds to step 80. At step 80, the 
enhanced router 54 determines whether the amount of 
bandwidth that has been reserved by one or more lower 
priority connections, when added to the remaining band- 
width on the communication link 38, is sufficient to accom- 

65 modate the requested connection. If the answer is negative, 
the process proceeds to step 76. If the answer is positive, a 
reroute signal with a protocol element R is transmitted to the 
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enhanced router 60 by the enhanced router 54, at step 82, The network monitor 96 shares this information with other 

seeking authorization to reroute one or more of the lower network monitors of the enhanced routers 56-60 to monitor 

priority connections through the secondary route. the current status of the communication links 36-42. The 

At step 84, the enhance router 54 receives an acknowl- sharing of link status information may involve periodically 
edgment signal from the enhanced router 60 in response to 5 transmitting an update signal among the enhanced routers 

the reroute signal. Next, at step 86, the enhanced router 54 56-60. The manner in which network nodes share informa- 

reads the acknowledgment signal to determine whether the is known in the art. This information is utilized by the 

enhanced router 60 has approved the request to reroute. If CPU 94 to make decisions during a new connection set-up. 

the acknowledgment signal indicates that the reroute is not information concerning remaining bandwidth on the 
authorized, the process proceeds to step 76, However, if lO communication link 38 may be utilized by the CPU 94 to 

authorized, reservation signals are transmitted by the determine whether the new connection may be routed 

enhanced router 54 through the secondary path, at step 88. through the communication link 38 without the need to 

^rhe signals are directed to the enhanced routers 56 and 60 redirect established connections that have been routed 

to reserve bandwidth through the communication links 36 through the communication link 38. In addition, the infor- 

and 40 to accommodate the lower priority connections that mation concerning the priority status of the established 

are to be rerouted. Next, at step 90, one or more of the lower connections through the communication link 38 may be 

priority connections are rerouted through the secondary utilized by the CPU 94 to determine whether any established 

route. The amount of bandwidth reserved at step 78 will vary connection has a lower priority status than the new connec- 

depending upon the required bandwidth to accommodate the that is in the process of being routed. Furthermore, the 
rerouted lower priority connections. The process then pro- 20 information concerning bandwidth reserved by the lower 

ceeds to step 70 to establish the requested connection priority connection may be utilized by the CPU 94 to 

through the optimal path. determine whether the commimication link 38 can accom- 

Tuming to FIG. 4, components of the enhanced router 54 connection, if one or more of the lower 

are shown. Since the enhanced routers 54-60 are identical, P"^"^^ connections are rerouted through an alternate path, 

the enhanced router 54 is representative of the other bypassmg the commumcation Imk 38. 

enhanced routers 56, 58 and 60. llie enhanced router 54 The reroute-signal generator 98 provides the reroute sig- 

includes an interface 92, a central processing unit (CPU) 94, nals that are used by the enhanced router 54 to request 

a network monitor 96, a reroute-signal generator 98, a rerouting of certain established connections. In addition, the 

reservation unit 100, and memory 102. These components of reroute-signal generator 98 provides the acknowledgment 

the enhanced router 54 operate in conjunction with compo- signals that are transmitted in response to a reroute signal 

nents of the other enhanced routers 56, 58 and 60 to froi° another enhanced router. The reservation unit 100 

manipulate connections throughout the system 52 in order to generates the reservation signals that are used to reserve 

ensure optimal connectivity between the LANs 12-18. bandwidth on selected communication links. The reroute 

-nie interface 92 includes input/output (I/O) terminals acknowledgment signals and the reservation 

104, 106 and 108. The interface 92 may include additional ''1°'^.^^ transmitted to appropnate destmations by the 
I/O terminals, depending on the network topology. The 

number of I/O terminals is not critical. The I/O terminal 104 In one embodiment, the network monitor 96, the reroute- 

is communicatively coupled to the LAN 12. The 1/0 tenni- signal generator 98 and the reservation unit 100 are separate 

nal 106 is coupled to the communication link 36, while the devices that include solely hardware to perform their respec- 

I/O terminal 108 is coupled to the communication link 38. live functions. In another embodiment, these devices include 

The interface 92 allows the enhanced router 54 to relay firmware, in addition to hardware, to perform their respec- 

packets of information to and from the LAN 12 and the live functions. In the preferred embodiment, these devices 

routers 56 and 60. are embodied in an algorithm executed by the CPU 94. 

The CPU 94 is coupled to the interface 92 to process 45 The enhanced routers, such as the enhanced router 54, 

packets that are being relayed by the enhanced router 54. ^ay be implemented in a more complex communications 

The CPU 94 is also coupled to the network monitor 96, the system than the system 52 of FIG. 2. In FIG. 5, a commu- 

reroute-signal generator 98, the reservation unit 100 and nications system 110 that includes LANs 112-128 is shown, 

memory 102. The CPU 94 operates with components The LANs 112, 114, 116,118, 120, 122, 124, 126 and 128 are 
96-102 of the enhanced router 54 to perform a number of 50 associated with enhanced routers 130, 132,134, 136, 138, 

operations. When a request for a new connection is received 140, 142, 144 and 146, respectively. The enhance routers 

by the interface 92, the CPU 94 determines the priority 130-146 are interconnected by communication links 152, 

status of the new connection by utilizing a prioritization 154, 156, 158,160, 162, 164, 166 and 168. 

protocol stored in memory 102. Various factors may be The rerouting operation performed by the enhance routers 
taken into account to determine the priority status of the new 55 130-146 to connect a high priority connection through an 

connection, such as the type of connection, the originating optimal route is similar to the rerouting operation performed 

site, the destination site, and the required bandwidth. In by the enhanced routers 54—60 of FIG. 2. The difference is 

addition, the CPU 94 determines the optimal route utilizing that an optimal path for a connection in the system 110 may 

a routing protocol, also stored in memory, along with include more communication hnks. Therefore, additional 

information provided by the network monitor 96. The rout- communication links may be required to be examined by the 

ing protocol may utilize one or more of the routing param- enhanced routers 130-146 during a new connection set-up. 

eters that were listed in reference to FIG. 3. xhe rerouting operation performed by the enhanced rout- 

The network monitor 96 keeps track of the status of the ers 130-146 will be described with an example of a high 

communication links 36-42 by recording information priority connection being initiated from the LAN 112 to the 
regarding new connections that are made through the 65 LAN 124. The high priority connection to be made requires 

enhanced router 54 and termination of established connec- 10% of the bandwidth capacity of the communication link 

tions that had been routed through the enhanced router 54. 160. In this example, there is a sufficient amount of remain- 
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ing bandwidth oo the communication links 152 and 164. 
However, 95% of bandwidth available on the communica- 
tion link 160 has been reserved by established connections 
between various networks. 

Initially, a request signal for the new connection is 5 
received by the associated enhanced router 130 from the 
LAN 112. The enhanced router 130 computes the optimal 
path in response to the request signal, using the routing 
protocol. The optimal path will be assumed to be through the 
communication links 152, 160 and 164. Since the commu- ^0 
nication link 160 cannot accommodate the new connection, 
the enhanced router 130 examines the established connec- 
tions that have reserved bandwidth on the communication 
link 160. If there are established coimections that have a 
lower priority stams than the requested connection, one or ^5 
more of these established connections are selected to be 
rerouted. The number of lower priority connections that are 
selected to be rerouted will depend on the required band- 
width of the new connection and the amount of bandwidth 
reserved by each of the lower priority connections. Assum- 
ing that a lower priority connection between the enhanced 
routers 132 and 144 has reserved 1% of the bandwidth 
capacity of the communication link 160, this connection 
may be selected by the enhanced router 130 to be rerouted. 

After the enhanced router 130 has selected the lower 
priority connection to be rerouted, the enhanced router 130 
transmits reroute signals to appropriate enhanced routers. In 
one embodiment, the reroute signals are transmitted to the 
enhanced routers 136 and 140. The enhanced routers 136 
and 140 then transmit acknowledgment signals to the 
enhanced router 130 in response to the reroute signals. In 
this embodiment, the enhanced routers 136 and 140 operate 
in conjunction to reroute a portion of the path of the selected 
lower priority connection, i.e., from the enhanced router 136 
to the enhanced router 140, through the enhanced router 138 
via the commimication links 158 and 162. The rerouting 
may involve one of the enhanced routers 136 and 140 
sending a reservation signal to the enhanced router 138 to 
reserve bandwidth on the communication links 158 and 162. 
After the reservation is made, the enhanced routers 136 and 
140 establish the selected lower priority connection through 
the enhanced router 138. 

In another embodiment, the enhanced router 130 trans- 
mils the reroute signals to the end enhanced routers of the 
selected lower priority connection, i.e., the enhanced routers 
132 and 144. The enhanced routers 132 and 144 then 
transmit acknowledgment signal to the enhanced router 130 
in response to the reroute signals. Next, the enhanced routers 
132 and 144 terminate the selected lower priority connection 
and then re-establish the connection through the enhanced 
router 138, bypassing the communication link 160. For 
example, one of the enhanced routers 132 and 144 may 
reserve bandwidth on the communication links 154, 158, 
162 and 166. After the reservations, the terminated connec- 
tion is re-established through the reserved communication 
links 154, 158, 162 and 166. 

After the selected lower priority connection has been 
rerouted, the enhanced router 130 transmits reservation 
signals to the enhanced routers 136, 140 and 142 to reserve 
sufiBcienl bandwidth on the communication links 152, 160 
and 164 to accommodate the new connection. Once the 
communication links 152, 160 and 164 have been reserved, 
the new high priority connection is established through the 
optimal route. 

lliis process of rerouting selected lower priority connec- 
tions to increase available bandwidth on a particular com- 
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munication link can be repeated on other communication 
Unks on the optimal path, when required. Therefore, in the 
above example, if the available bandwidth on the commu- 
nication link 152 was not sufiScient to accommodate the new 
high priority connection, the above-described rerouting pro- 
cedure would have been performed with respect to the 
communication link 152 to reroute one or more lower 
priority connections that have reserved bandwidth on the 
communication link 152. The rerouting procedure ensures 
that high priority connections, such as voice connections, 
will be routed through an optimal path, even when commu- 
nication links on the optimal path have been reserved by 
established lower priority connections. 

In situations in which the enhanced router that is initiating 
the new connection is also one of the enhanced routers that 
is directly involved in the rerouting of an established 
connection, that enhanced router will perform the functions 
that are associated with both of the enhanced routers. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method of dynamically reallocating connectivity 
resources in a communications system comprising steps of: 

receiving a request to establish a new connection for a call 
from a source node to a destination node, said call 
having a first priority status; 

computing a primary path for said new connection using 
a prescribed criterion; 

identifying an established connection of an ongoing call 
that is routed through a communication link on said 
primary path that does not have sufficient available 
bandwidth to accommodate said new connection, said 
identifying being for enabhng rerouting of said estab- 
lished cotmection from said communication link to a 
new path so that said request to establish said new 
connection can be routed through said communication 
link on said primary path; 

rerouting said established connection of said ongoing call 
that had been routed through said communication link 
such that said established connection is rerouted to said 
new path that bypasses said communication link, said 
ongoing call of said established connection having a 
lower priority status than said new connection; and 

establishing said new connection through said primary 
path via said communication link, thereby enabling 
said call. 

2. Th& method of claim 1 wherein said step of rerouting 
said ongoing call of said established connection includes 
re-establishing said ongoing call through said new path and 
terminating said established connection. 

3. The method of claim 2 further comprising a step of 
transmitting a reservation signal to a node on said new path 
to reserve bandwidth across at least one communication link 
on said new path, prior to said step of rerouting said ongoing 
call. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein said step of rerouting 
said ongoing call of said established connection includes 
breaking a portion of said established connection that had 
been routed through said communication link and recon- 
necting said portion through at least one alternate commu- 
nication link such that said communication link is bypassed 
by connectivity for said ongoing call. 

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising a step of 
transmitting a reroute signal from said source node to a node 
associated with said established connection to reroute said 
ongoing call. 

6. llie method of claim 5 further comprising a step of 
receiving at said source node an acknowledgment signal 
from said node in response to said reroute signal. 
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7. The method of claim 1 further comprising a step of 
reserving bandwidth on said communication link to accom- 
modate said new connection, prior to said step of establish- 
ing said new connection through said primary path. 

8. A network node in a communications system compris- 5 
ing: 

interfacing means for receiving and transmitting data; 

processing means operatively associated with said inter- 
facing means for signal processing said data, said 
processing means being enabled to compute a primary jq 
path through said system for a new connection for 
which routing has been requested, said processing 
means being configured to compute said primary path 
for said new connection using a prescribed criterion; 

monitoring means operatively associated with said pro- 
cessing means for monitoring a status of a communi- 
cation link on said primary path, said processing means 
being cooperative with said monitoring means for 
identifying an established connection of an outgoing 
call that is currently routed through said communica 
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wherein said generating means is cooperative with said 
processing means and said monitoring means to 
reroute at least one said established connection from 
said primary path to said secondary path and to 
establish said new connection along said primary 
path in response to detecting a combination of con- 
ditions that include all of: 

(1) receiving said request signal to route said new 
connection through said primary path; 

(2) insufficient currently available bandwidth to 
accommodate said new connection on said com- 
munication link of said primary path; and 

(3) a capability to increase said available bandwidth 
on said primary path sufficiently to accommodate 
said new connection by rerouting said at least one 
established connection from said primary path to 
said secondary path. 

9. The node of claim 8 further comprising memory that is 



tion link, wherein said identifying is a response to operatively associated with said processing means and said 



determining that available bandwidth on said commu- 
nication link is insufficient to accommodate said new 
connection and wherein said identifying is for enabling 
rerouting of said established connection from said 
communication link; and 25 
generating means operatively coupled to said processing 
means for producing a reroute signal in response to a 
request signal to route said new connection through 
said primary path when said identified established 
connection is switched from said primary path to a 30 
secondary path, said generating means being enabled to 
produce said reroute signal in response to said deter- 
mining that said available bandwidth on said commu- 
nication link is insufficient to accommodate said new 
connection; 



generating means, said memory containing a prioritization 
protocol that is utilized by said processing means to deter- 
mine a priority stams of said new connection. 

10. The node of claim 9 wherein said prioritization 
protocol is enabled to identify whether said new connection 
is a voice data connection to determine said priority status of 
said new connection. 

11. The node of claim 8 further comprising a reservation 
device coupled to said processing means, said reservation 
device being enabled to generate a reservation signal to 
reserve bandwidth on an associated communication link, 
when requested by said processing means. 
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